MISSION STATEMENT
MJM is a ministry of the Episcopal Church of the United States and
Japan (Nippon Sei Ko Kai) to the Japanese people which seeks to be an
open, inclusive body providing spiritual care and support to all people p

reflecting the spirit of Christ as it builds bridges between cultures.
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STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FOR 2023

As you consider the gifts that you have been given, we ask you to
consider joining the 2023 Annual Appeal. Our goal for 2023 is $12,000.

This year, we have confirmed that we are still strong enough and
will continue to provide many blessings to us and to the wider community
for years to come.

MJM is defined by faith, hope and charity—values that we realize
in inspirational worship, sacred music and engaging events. We can all be
proud to belong to this wonderful group that is the source of so much
goodness. Despite these great gifts, we know that MJM will confront chal-
lenges, and needs resources to thrive.

Worship, music, communion, and connection not only make us
stronger but also instill hope...hope that we can grow, hope that God will
provide, hope that as people of faith we can make things better for others,
through our prayers and active ministries:

This all is possible by your gift to MJM. You can make your
pledge now and pay it throughout 2023, in weekly, monthly, or yearly in-
stallments.

Rev. Kyrie Kim, Missioner for Asian Ministries
Missioner of Metropolitan Japanese Ministry
The Episcopal Diocese of New York
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KIRYUSHA STAFF
Editor David Eddy
Translators- Kyoko Toyama
Akiko Watanabe
Sergey Brin

Announcements

We appeal to you for continued
financial support. Your support
and contributions are vital to the
operation of our ministry and the
distribution of the Kiryusha.
Whether your donation is large
or small, it is your interest and
support that allows MJM to con-
tinue to serve Christ through our
ministry.

Come to BIBLE STUDY held on
zoom each month at various lo-
cations in Westchester and Man-
hattan. Please inquire at the web-
site- mjm.ny@mindspring.com

KIRYUSHA welcomes all arti-
cles and photos with the under-
standing that not all submissions
will be printed. Because of our
format, we encourage shorter ra-
ther than longer articles. Your
submission should be sent to
mjmny.info@gmail.com

The MIM office is open on
Mondays from 12:30 to 3:30
p.m. Messages can be left at any
time during the week and will be
returned on Monday. Phone
number is 914 723-6118.

MJM CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Celebrate the Lord’s Birth with Your Fellow MJM’ers!
Sunday, December 25t2-10:30-St. John the Divine Main Service
Followed by Fellowship, Music & Carols-2:00-Diocesan Hall
For Information Call or Contact MJM Office
LEOMIMD 7 V) A< AT, —a—aAIa=F 4 —D 7 L—FL—I2, 10208 I 3K
BEO7 ) A3 ARSI, OB TTHXASME TS, FLTIRIV 7YV A AFy
WERD, TP — b EITWET, E)FHEIABKEZENLTWHWLLTRFIN, ZIMIHED
JIEFRECTCITEKE T I

MJM Christmas Message, 2022

Rev. Kyrie Kim, Missioner

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!"

A child is born. A birth is always a source of hope, a promise of
the future. Around the world the Church proclaims with joy the com-
ing of the Lord Jesus: looking back to his incarnation and forward to
his second coming in glory.

Throughout the bible, glory shines in places and on people
where it is least expected. God reveals glory to those from whom
many turn away. For One has come who rules by love, who com-
mands forgiveness, who makes the last, first and the first, last; who
becomes the victim in achieving peace.

To participate in this glory, we must respond to this child and
respond to those to whom this child came. In faithfulness to the glory
of the Baby in the manger we are all called to show the glory of God
with generous hearts and overflowing love.

From the beginning, MJM has looked at its neighbors with
the love and gaze taught by Jesus and has been with them. A life of
faith is a process of getting to know God and a process of becoming
more like Jesus Christ. Delivering the love and happiness I received
through him would be the basic attitude of all those who believe in
Jesus Christ. As the encounter with Jesus Christ deepens, Christians
want to know and resemble Jesus more. Therefore, MJM still has a
lot of love to give, and I pray that you and I will continue to fulfill
that calling.

May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one thing
earthly and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill and make you
partakers of the divine nature this Christmastide and always.

In the peace of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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ELEANOR HONAMAN-12/8/30 to 8/5/22

Aunt Eleanor. I have known Aunt Eleanor since I was a little boy, her son
Steve, my best friend. They are both gone now, Steve some 53 years ago, Aunt Elea-
nor on August 5, 2022. She was a good friend of all of us at MJM and was a con-
stant presence on Oyatsu time with her husband and stalwart, Fred Honaman.

I did not know this until the memorial service at St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Lancaster, Pa. but Aunt Eleanor, when she was in high school, was lead-
ing the band as a majorette. This seems fitting, always leading, always cheering one
on, always making people whether at St. Luke’s Hospital in Tokyo, whether at Noji-
ri or wherever her flock gathered, making them feel better about themselves and the

world.
Her spirit was infectious and also genetic. Her son Steve possessed the

same qualities of optimism and care. We sorely miss them.
-David Eddy
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Kiyosato St. Andrew Anglican Episcopal Church
and Two Presiding Bishops

From the Interview with Tsuru Hiroshima

I felt very appreciative of the great news at the November 11th weekly of St.
Holy Trinity Church.” Bishop Luke Kenichi Muto of the Diocese of Kyushu was
elected as Presiding Bishop at the 65th General Assembly.”

Immediately, I sent Bishop Muto an email to congratulate him. “... so excited
and grateful that I couldn’t stop the tears of gratitude during the service. The good
news reminded me of having Sunday School at Kiyosato’s St. Andrew Anglican
Church, camping along the Kawamata Canyon, cooking and enjoying Ton-Jiru with
you. One memory after another came up in my mind. One of the Paul Rusch‘s
dreams was truly fulfilled. Five priests, four bishops and two primates were born
from small this rural village church .” I continued, “What’s more, I realized it must be
a God-given mission to see these happenings of five clergy with my own eye and to
affirm the very commitment, so that I, Oba-chan (Auntie), have still stayed alive. This
is the happiest assignment ever.”

Paul Rusch , returning from America three years later after the war, saw the

poverty of villagers and believed he had received a calling. “Feed them as much as
possible and so can they smile.” He started a very significant, yet vast mission of
both rural evangelism and social welfare for them. The Rev. Juji Uematsu and the
Rev. Eiji Shukutani introduced by Bishop C. Sasaki, who had just come back from
the war. He, worked with Paul to make the mission possible. The two priests visited
the villagers to find out what was needed and thought that the church construction
was very necessary for their gatherings.
Twenty-seven families, who had lost their houses due to the Ogouchi Dam Construc-
tion in Tokyo in 1938, homesteaded to the southern part in Kiyosato. For each, a big
land was allocated. Even so, the rocky lands and severe winter weather prevented
them from forestry as their livelihood. It was this moment that Paul gave them the
church construction project.

The first rector was the Rev. Juji Uematsu, the father of the previous Presid-
ing Bishop Makoto Uematsu and the mother, a doctor at the village clinic. Both were
so busy working that their four children came to my house as a daily routine to spend
the time. They were like my family and | was called Obachan. The three Mutos boys
were taken care of by the villagers since their parents worked at the clinic as well.

Church was open to the villagers for the gatherings and they took a lunch
break lying on the tatami floored pew. “We don’t understand the Bible,” they said but
they came to see Paul, fair to anyone, which turned out to have 50 or 60 baptized.
Children played with Paul after the service. They adored him very much. One time,
they wrote thank-you -letters for the invitation on Paul’s birthday party. Young Ma-
koto also wrote, “1 would like to talk more with Paul. I would like to be a priest some-
day. Please stay well because I want you to hear my sermons. “

Though a central figure on the project, Paul was a totally amateur in every
area of it, but people were always there to help and support him.

A returning letter from Presiding Bishop Muto said, “...... | really think the
chapel covered with the tatami floor was the very place where people were nurtured
by Holy Spirit. When a boy, 1 was so mischievous, 1 ran through the chapel, acted up
on the tatami floor and was often scolded. I had butterflies in my stomach and was not
attentive even as a server, but during that time, the sanctuary and people must have
given me a very important message beyond my awareness.”

Accordingly, it was Church in the village of Kiyosato that gave the people
His blessing and a message of great consequence.

) |l /
WELCOME TO MOTHER KYRIE KIM
Written in June 2021
There is a new spirit and a new sense of life this spring. It is not just the
lifting of the pandemic but the arrival of Mother Kyrie Kim as a part time
missioner to MJM that has given us a sense of renewal, of life afresh.

We welcome Mother Kim and her daughter Yeonsoo. An ordained priest
in the Anglican Church of Korea since 2004, Mother Kim brings to MJM a
rich and interesting background. Having spent her formative years overseas,
including in Japan, Mother Kim speaks Japanese, English and German in
addition to her native Korean. A significant part of her work in Korea was
dealing with international issues including women/gender and human rights
issues.

Mother Kim will be working not only with MJM but devoting her time
and energy to the Diocese of New York as Missioner for Asian American
Ministries and working with the Cathedral of St. John the Divine and St.
James the Less. The shape of her ministry will be evolving. For MIM, how-
ever, for the first time in many, many years, we have a member of the clergy
devoting time, effort, and enthusiasm to us. This is an exciting and welcome
development.

As a first step in this journey, Mother Kim will be reaching out to our
extended membership. Take advantage of this opportunity to meet and talk
with her as her effectiveness and importance depends on her knowing her
flock.

Mother Kim will be officially installed on September 12, 2021 at our reg-
ular service at 5 p.m. at St. James the Less. Bishop Dietsche will preside.

I have had the pleasure of meeting several times with Mother Kim. The
installation she looks forward to most is that of a getting to know her fellow
MJM Sojourners and instilling a burning sensation our hearts, discovering
together the presence and peace of God. Please welcome Mother Kim.

David Eddy, President of the MJM Board of Directors



ADVENT
David Eddy

Advent is a time of anticipation, of expected arrival. This edi-
tion of the Kiryusha has been a long time coming. Our last edition was
in the winter of 2020. Much has happened in the interim.

There has been much good news. The unexpected and welcome
arrival of Mother Kyrie Kim to be our part time missioner; the birth of
New Community at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine; Oyatsu Time
the bestowing of the Bishop’s Cross of Kyoko Toyama, and the contin-
uation of EAST (Episcopal Asian Supper Table).

There has been some dispiriting and sad news. Our small group
has been buffeted by the deaths of some dear members; Rev. Con-
stance Coles, a long time board member; Eleanor Honaman, long time
MIJM friend and supporter; the passing of Masako Esaki, remembered
for her warmth and wonderful chef skills at numerous Silent Auctions.
The interim time period has also seen the return of several MJM mem-
bers to Japan including Kazumi Nakano, a former board member..

Change and Covid have also ushered in a new sense of commu-
nity and continuity as MJM adjusted its services here in New York to
accommodate by Zoom old and new member in Japan including Aki-
ko Watanabe, Tsuru Hiroshima and Sonoko Abe. This world wide
communion is bolstered by the surprising resilience of Oyatsu Time, an
every Thursday Zoom communication of MJM friends talking about
everyday life as well as the extraordinary life changing events that we
are living through.

The good news needs to be proclaimed. Into the troubled world,
whether it was two thousand years ago or today, the good news is wel-
come news. We hope this edition of Kiryusha finds you, like the shep-
ards in the fields outside of Bethlehem, amazed and appreciative of the
transformative power of the Word. We are happy and joyful to spread
the good news, better late than never. Joy and enjoy this Advent Sea-
son and this Advent Kiryusha.

JOINING THE WORLD WIDE WEB

Don’t let this hardcopy Kiryusha fool you. MJM is not stuck in the 16th cen-
tury. We have replaced Gutenberg with Keita Ebisu and Shoji Mizumoto.
Website (mjmny.org); Emails (mjmny.info@gmail.com); Facebook (MJM).

Look for Tik-Tok next! Best of all go to the website and donate! Its easy.

2 9v : He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
3 Ov : Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;

3 7v : but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be
faint.

3 Ov : Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;

3 1v : but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be
faint.

Strength is needed in order to love other people. The Lord Jesus
Christ is ever present beside us. Yet, as humans, we unfortunately forget that
truth quite often. But if we choose not to lose sight of that, to consult with the
Spirit He has given us, and to follow his calling, God will provide newfound
strength. He has already promised us that thousands of years ago, and it still
stands today.

Lastly, I wanted to talk about the lesson regarding the importance of
unity. I and one other person shared the role of translator. On the surface it
appears to be a relatively simple task, as some people may think, “Ah, you’re
just talking, right? Easy!” However, as it turns out, translation is rather diffi-
cult and tiring, because you must translate testimonies for your teammates, as
well as their individual conversations with others.

Furthermore, we would do preparations for service, coordinate activ-
ities, and participate in said activities, amongst other things. I felt physically
exhausted, to be certain, however, mentally, and emotionally, I didn’t feel the
least bit of fatigue. I felt as though I could do it all day, every day. At first, |
thought it was entirely bizarre to feel that way, but with time, I believe that
I’ve come to understand a small part of why my heart and mind were still
raring to go. And that is because [ was able to work alongside brothers and
sisters in Christ to focus on the duty God set before us.

During that mission, there would be many times where I would hit
my own limit and be unable to do it alone, but because of both my team and
the Oasis Chapel church members who were always there, [ was able to con-
tinue time and again. For that very reason, I believe that we as children of
God are called a “family”.

Regardless of whether we were born American, or Japanese, or what-
ever background we may come from, if you believe in Christ, then in the
Lord’s holy name, we will be able to unite with brothers and sisters to bring
about miraculous things.



Mission to Rifu-Fukushima Reflections

Brandon Henderson

Former participant of the Diocese of LA's Japanese ministry and currently a
JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Fellow, residing in Shimane, Japan

My mission to Rifu was about 5 years ago. Time sure does fly,
doesn’t it? During that time, God had taught me many things, but among
those lessons, there are two that I believe are most important. The first being:
The need to rely on God and the Holy Spirit he has given us. The second be-
ing the importance of unification.

Before I had ever gone to Japan, I learned the basic information re-
garding the Japanese Triple Disaster from the news stations in the U.S. Statis-
tics such as, “45,000 displaced persons, 15,900 deceased, and 2500 people
still missing.” And indeed, upon hearing that, I felt terrible. However, hearing
the story from the news is entirely different than hearing it from people who
experienced the disaster firsthand. During that mission trip, I encountered a
lot of different people, particularly those from Rifu Oasis Chapel, and the
people who lived in the surrounding cities. They allowed me the opportunity
to hear their experiences.

One such story came from a survivor. Given that he lived near the
seaside, he was in the imminent danger zone. Once the disaster warning
reached his area, he suddenly found that he had to make a difficult decision.
“Should I evacuate using the freeway? Or perhaps I should use the shortcut
that I know of”. He had to decide, and quickly. In the end, the man had decid-
ed on the shortcut that he knew of, just barely escaping by the skin of his
teeth. Yet, many others sadly had chosen the freeway. Too many in fact, had
gone that route, leading to a traffic jam, and preventing most people from es-
caping the tsunami in time. After this man had finished with his story, he
turned to our team and said, “Thank you for hearing me out.”

Truthfully, during that mission trip, one thing I would hear most of-
ten was, “Even though you are a foreigner, you took the time to study Japa-
nese and come all this way to help us? Thank you so much!” But every time I
heard those words, one thought came to mind, “Why do you thank us? We
couldn’t save even a single person who lost their life. All we can do is listen
to your experiences and try to support you as people...” Eventually, God en-
couraged me with a small voice in my heart, “That is precisely why I sent all
of you. Because those who have lost everything, still want to be seen as peo-
ple. So do not retreat from their pain, nor from their sorrows. Set your eyes
forward and lean on the Spirit I have given you.” In that moment, I recalled
Isaiah Chapter 40, verses 27-31. According to the Word:

2 7v:  “Whydo you say O Jacob? Why do you complain O Israel? ‘My way is hid-
den from the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God’?

2 8v : Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his un-
derstanding no one can fathom.
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Dr. Kyoko Mary Toyama

Kyoko Toyama was the daughter of a priest in the Japanese Anglican Church of Nippon Sei Ko Kai. Bom in Okinawa
and raised in the church, from her coming to New York in 1983 she has continued as an active, committed member
of the Episcopal Diocese of New York. She has served on the Commission on Ministry, the Anti-Racism Committee,
and the Absalom Jones Service Committee. She has also been in the leadership of the Jap (& ion of the
Episcopal Asian American Ministry. After her early membership in the Church of the Holy Trinity in Inwood, she
joined the Congregation of Saint Saviour at the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine at its founding. There she offered
herself to service on the Altar Guild, noting that by doing so she lowered the average age of the Guild by a couple of
decades!

In 1986 she also became affiliated with the Metropolitan Japanese Ministry of our diocese, serving as secretary and
vice-chair of the board. It was in that capacity that she also became an early leader of the Episcopal Asian American
Ministry, and is a founding member of EAST - the Episcopal Asian Supper Table - our current Asian-American
ministry. Most recently, she and the Reverend Kyrie Kim initiated a new Metropolitan Japanese Ministry service in
our cathedral, helping to expand the diversity and richness of worship at our mother church.

In her professional life in the Ci ling Dep of LaGuardia C ity College, Kyoko has made profound
contributions in the areas of cro Itural ling and women’s psychological devel and in i ial

interethnic and interfaith family and identity development. There she also teaches Japanese. She has served on the
Board of CUNY’s Asian American and Asian Research Institute, and has been and continues to be a notable leader in
New York’s Japanese American community and organizations.

Kyoko is an plished Jap Taiko d and i who employs drumming in her professional
therapeutic intervention for children and adults with special needs. Those who have attended our annual Absalom
Jones service will have seen and heard her lead a team of young people in Taiko drumming for the ce].ebr?tion,
signifying that our celebration of Absalom Jones has significance on a canvas across the many communities in !he
Episcopal Church, and is good news and liberation for everyone. She has carried her family’s legacy of Christian
service forward in her life, and continues as a Christian ambassador of infectious enthusiasm and energy fqr the
proclamation of the Gospel and the Vitality of the Christian church. She has been a tireless witness to the vitality of
people in the Episcopal Church, and'for the unique Asian expression of our Episcopal identity.
(

Therefore, in recognition and gratitude for her self-offering in lifting up the Japanese community and life within the
Episcopal Church, offered to the glory of God, we, on this 12th day of November 2022, in the eleventh year of our
consecration, do award her
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BISHOP’S CROSS

Our own, Kyoko Toyama, was honored on November 12th, 2022 by the be-
stowing of the Bishop’s Cross by Bishop Dietsche at the Diocesan Convention. Alt-
hough it came as a surprise to Kyoko, for the rest of the MIM, it was literally and
figuratively, no surprise.

The citation which we have reproduced in its entirety, does not capture the
dynamic energy that Kyoko brings to whatever organization or effort she joins. Her
enthusiasm combined with follow through, is an inspiration to all of us. Kyoko is
stepping off the board this year to bring her brand of practical evangelism to the wid-
er Asian American community.

We would say well done, Kyoko but we know that she is never done and we
look forward to continuing our journey with her, at her accelerated pace.
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VOWS AND BOWS!

August 14, 2021

Odori & Odoroki! August 14, 2021 saw the MJM family gather
at St. James the Less to witness the reaffirmation of the vows of mar-
riage, now thirty years strong, between Nandan Baruah and Kyoko To-
yama. Bishop Allen Shin presided.

The nuptials were followed by an odori dance featuring four
different styles of Japanese dance under the aegis of Machiko Tomi-
oka. I believe that MJM may have introduced a new fifth dance type.

May 7th, 2022 found MJM members in a workshop on Congregational Vitality and Formation under the
direction of Rev. Canon Victor Conrado of the Diocese of NY. A productive morning and afternoon

session were enjoyed by all and hopefully will lead to the revitalization of MJM in this post covid time.
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MJM Tokyo mail address: mjmtokyo.tekna@gmail.com
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NEW COMMUNITY
Every Fourth Sunday at St.
John the Divine

The New Community gathering
in Japanese began in October, 2021
at the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine and MJM sponsored this
program. We have been reading a
chapter of the book made up of the
chapters with "verb", "The Words
of the Stars" by Fr. Masahide Ha-
rusaku. We sing songs from Taze,
meditation and prayer and hymn
book and also Japanese folk and
popular songs. We attracted non-
baptized Japanese people in addi-
tion to MJM regular mem-
bers. This non-traditional prayer
group seems to be working and we
will continue to go into 2023 with
the same format. We will be join-
ing with other language groups at
the Christmas service at the Ca-
thedral on Dec. 25, followed by
the fellowship with carols and
songs which will be joined by our
friends from all over the world on
zoom.
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JCON (JAPANESE CONVOCATION)

The annual JCON (Japanese Convocation of the Episcopal Asia
Ministry) meeting was held during the national EAM meeting (held
every two years) in Minnesota in September 2022 Mother Kim and
Kyoko Toyama represented MJM.

The current state of ministries to the Japanese Americans/
Japanese in the US was discussed. Many thanks to the outgoing co-
conveners, Dr. Gayle Kawahara and Ms. Michiko Tatchell of Canada.
The Rev. Dr. Malcolm Hee, the rector of Good Samaritan Church in
Hawaii and Kyoko Toyama of MJM were elected to be the next co-
conveners. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry was the preacher of the
service.

Of great interest is that MJM will be hosting the upcoming
2023 JCON in New York. We will be sponsoring and welcoming fel-
low Japanese-American churches and Episcopalians from all over the
country. Tentative dates as of this printing are June or November of
2023!

New Community Gathering outside of St. John the Divine-Summer 2022

seniors and a few teachers were forced to move and work at the factory in Niigata
prefecture far from Tokyo.

“What on earth would be the announcement,” we were wondering? Working
on the potato farm was not an easy business for young girls, especially on the torrid
summer day. Pulling out sturdy corn weeds and cultivating the ground hurt hungry
stomachs even more.

At noon, 12 o’clock, about 50 students and several teachers assembled in the
office, waiting for the announcement through a radio. It was an incredibly long an-
nouncement. Some of the students fainted from standing for quite a long time and
others just had to put up with standing all the while. We tried to understand the Em-
peror’s announcement - what he was trying to convey to his people, but the unstable
radio airwaves and his ambiguous voice made it even more incomprehensible. He
said, “By enduring the unendurable and suffering what is insufferable,,,” This was the
only part we could understand. We were 7th graders in middle school, so the other
parts in the Emperor’s announcement were full of unknown, complicated vocabulary
words. We had to stand upright while listening to it because of the rule to follow with
respect but no complaints. Then, 1 heard people weeping and sobbing uncontrollably
by this sudden news.

Back into the classroom, we still did not know what had happened. “Why did
they weep? What is happening?” A little later, the school announcement came
through the speaker in the classroom to answer our questions. It said, “Students, Japan
surrendered and accepted the Potsdam Declaration and the end of war. Now, you may
go home but school will be closed for a while.”

Later, back at home, very clearly I recognized Japan’s surrender. “This is the
concrete reality,” I thought. But do you guess how I felt at that moment? “HAPPY! I
can sleep without worrying about the dropping of bombs. I can sleep straight all
through the night. Yes, I could survive!!” It was just simple like that. I was so delight-
ed, so relieved, not feeling sad at all. I wasn’t concerned about the outcome of the
war, nor was I afraid of the future of Japan.

I saw Father take off the black covers over the electric light bulbs. We could
enjoy the bright light, not being afraid of becoming the targets from war airplanes.
What a bright light they had!

Mother was doing her regular choirs. I helped her to clean brown rice. This
was my work even when I was in the dark shelter. Rice balls made by this clean rice
were for Grandmother, my little sister and me during the fearful, uneasy night in the
small bomb-proof shelter.” T don’t have to eat them during the evacuation in the dark.
Freedom and great relief, “kangeki!” I said to myself. However then I didn’t have the
slightest idea that serious food shortages in the aftermath would bring devastation and
disappointment over my family, my friends, all the people in the country.

I turned just thirteen years old.



The Anniversary of the End of the Pacific War
Summer 1978
By Tsuru Hiroshima

All this week, NHK and other TV stations have been broadcasting special
programs, “The Post-War Days for People Born between in 1926 and 1935.* Confer-
ences or discussions by politicians and celebrities have been held, as well.

Each participant on the programs tells how each was shocked and dejected
and yet, strangely enough, there aren’t any women participants born in those years on
the programs. Why is it so? We, girls who were the freshmen or sophomores of mid-
dle school at that time had the same anxious and discouraged feelings as adults or
male students did because of the tragic fact of Japan’s losing the war. No women par-
ticipated in the programs.” In that case, I myself would have to write about the day to
keep a record,” I thought.

The followings is my record of the day.

Thirty-three years ago, thelSth of August was so scorching a day. Robust
cicadas were chirping noisily in the morning. I could hardly bear the noise because it
got louder, bothering my ears. I walked on the railroad tracks to go to school. No
trains were coming lately, so the tracks were useless but safe. I was hopping and tip-
toeing on the tracks in shoes with holes, minding pebbles not going into them. I was
proud of the overalls Mother made for me. I loved thee homemade overalls so much.
On my head, I had a helmet and around my shoulder, an emergency bag whose bot-
tom part was red because American warplanes P-15 had swooped down on me on the
way back home and 1 had tried to escape by hiding behind the bank . But a little medi-
cine bottle in the bag had broken and red liquid inside had oozed out.” Oh, what a
waste!” My hands got red, too. All this had happened at the end of June.

My lunch, six steamed pumpkin slices in a metal lunch box, was in the
emergency bag. Four slices were for me and two for my friend, Shohko chan. I prom-
ised her yesterday that 1 would share the pumpkin slices with her, so I asked Mom to
put extra slices in the lunch box. Pumpkins were very precious because my family
grew them carefully in our garden.

It took me about one hour to go to school for my wobbly knees due to mal-
nutrition. All my friends looked pale and lifeless for the serious lack of food and
sleep. Their eyes were dull. All because of air -bombings at night and hiding in the
bomb-proof shelter until dawn....

The day was rather quiet and peaceful. A message came to us students who were
working on the school potato farm. “Go to either the principal’s room or office at
noon because there will be a very important announcement.” By the spring of 1945
(Showa Year 20), some people who had acquaintances or places to stay in the coun-
tryside had evacuated for safety, others lost their houses by frequent bombings, and
others were just wandering around in search for help. We had 100 classmates in the
beginning of the school year but now had only 20. We scarcely studied. All the
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EAST (Episcopal Asia Supper Table)

Sponsored many on line and in person talk and discussing related to
Asian American Christians and social justice issues. The speakers included:
The Rev Dr. Fran Toy of the diocese of San Francisco, the fist Asian Ameri-
can woman Episcopal priest in the US. and MIM's close friend The Rev.
Deacon Polly Shigaki of the diocese of Olympia. Polly who spent years at
St. Peter's Episcopal Church was a guest preacher of MIM service in January
of 2022. Their talk was very inspiring as they paved way to many of us.
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MIM hosted a special prayer with Hibakusha (A-bomb survivors) on August 7 as
the first Peace and Justice event at the Cathedral. 8 H 7 B IZ KB &2 T, A
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WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Maki Omiya, a long time MJM member, originally from Sapporo,
Hokkaido

Keita Ebisu, a resident of Northern California as a researcher, origi-
nally from Tokyo and a former member of St. Barnabas Church.
Akiko Watanabe, a returnee from New York and currently resident of
Izukogen, Shizuoka

2022 Board Members

Missioner-Rev. Kyrie Kim; President- David Eddy; Treasurer-Maki Omiyai; Kyoko
Toyama, Secretary; Rev.Tami Brooks; Tomoko Masur; Kumiko Buller; Hatsuyo
Stroh; Eiko Uematsu; Michiko Tomioka; Rev. Astrid Storm;
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Continued from prior Page-Bishop Shin—AAPI Violence

Easter this year feels so much more meaningful because of that. I have
learned the power of gratitude, compassion, and justice. So I ask for your
prayers of solidarity and of compassion and justice for the Asian brothers
and sisters in your communities. I ask you to reach out to them with a
word of encouragement and comfort. I ask you to stand up against all
forms of racial violence and hatred in our society as I and many other
Asians stand with African American brothers and sisters in their continued
struggle against the systemic racism and the culture of white supremacy
just as the Asian leaders marched alongside the African American leaders
in the Civil Rights movement. Racial justice and healing will be the una-
voidable focus of the Church’s mission in the post COVID time. I refuse
to let fear take over my life and hatred destroy my faith in the goodness of
humanity. At the heart of the Christian faith is the life-giving power of the
crucified Christ. Love is the way of the Cross, and love will win over all
hatred. Won’t you join me and stand up against the racist and xenophobic
violence that is destroying our common life and humanity?



DEUS EX MACHINA
(Latin for God from Machine)

It is often said that “excellence is the enemy of good.” Many of
our readers are used to a New Yorker degree of polish and precision in
the exquisite translations and meticulous fact checking that character-
ized the Kiryusha of former years. Covid induced inertia and the in-
creasingly busy world of the 21* century have depleted our illustrious
translation corp. Keeping up with those exacting standards would pos-
sibly find the publication of Kiryusha delayed for yet another year.

When all seemed to be lost in translation (or because of transla-
tion) enter Google Translate! With a click of a mouse, a tap of a key,
English turns into Japanese and Japanese into English. Voila! It’s al-
most like the Miracle at Cana; the water turns into wine and wine into
water! Well, truth be told, the translation efforts of our staff are truly
remarkable and you, gentle readers, can probably easily spot what arti-
cles have been translated by Google and those translated by the incom-
parable Akiko Watanabe or Kyoko Toyama.

Google’s early motto was “Don’t be Evil,” Perhaps its transla-
tion function really is on the side of truth and justice. By resorting to
this Deus ex machina, we trust that you will not find that the Kiryusha
has suddenly been rendered into glossolalia but understand the underly-
ing spirit of the words and their import. Please forgive!

Continued from prior Page—Bishop Shin—AAPI Violence
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Rev. Canon Constance Coles
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MJM has suffered the
loss of too many great
and wonderful mem- 54
bers during these past S

two years. However, B
we would be remiss, &
in the extreme, if we |

the passing of the Rev. §
Canon Constance
Coles on August 10,
2022. A service com-
memorating her life of
ministry was held at
St. John the Divine on
September 22, 2022.
Constance

McKeown have been

an integral member of the MJM fami-
ly for decades. The word and perhaps
title “Canon” which was what Con-
stance was, is the very antithesis of
what all of us remember and value
Constance as and for. A canon repre-
sents a roar, a powerful blast. Con-
stance was the quiet eye of the storm,
a voice of calm and reason. But there
was power behind that quiet. I did not
know this until the memorial service,
but Constance grew up in a Quaker
family and tradition. This made sense.
A Quaker meeting is one of silence,
speaking only when the spirit moves
you. When Constance spoke, the spirit
spoke. May her spirit linger and abide
in us and MJM is better for her infus-
ing life and wisdom. Thank you Con-
stance.

ConsTaNCE C. COLES
and her husband Bill 13 Aprir 1945 — 10 August 2022
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Dear Brothers & Sisters
Anglican Diocese of New York Bishop Allen K. Shin
March 19, 2021
The coronavirus pandemic that has been spreading around the
world since last year has caused major problems in our individual lives
and society.

In the United States, white supremacy has risen in a big way,
which has led to widespread racism and shaken people's souls. People
of different skin colors, such as African Americans, have been victims
of this problem. I remember George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and oth-
ers. For black people, not only the grief of contracting the coronavirus
and dying as a result, but also the racial inequality caused by economic
hardship and disadvantaged circumstances threatens their lives.

There are also hate crimes against Asian Americans. Hate
crimes against them, which were on a downward trend from 2019 to
2020, have now increased by 150% and have increased to 3,800 since
March last year. There have been a number of exacerbation crimes.
Sudden violence in San Francisco, New York City, Atlanta's subway,
and streets has escalated into homicides.

Looking at American history, this is not the first time that dis-
crimination and injustice against Asians has occurred. In the 19th cen-
tury, the Yellow Peril, which feared that the country would be taken by
Asians, the mass murder of Chinese in Los Angeles, lynchings, and
hangings. There were many tragic incidents, including the burning of
Chinese fishing villages and Honolulu's Chinatown by mobs.
Moreover, the U.S. government itself has enforced anti-Asian policy
laws. The Chinese Nativist Act of 1882 and the Asian Region Act of
1917, which defined the Asian region that could enter the United
States, 1942 Japan enforced discriminatory laws such as internment.

As an Asian American bishop, I have taken great care to
avoid the misunderstanding that [ am only interested in the issues of
Asia. However, we cannot help but raise our voices in protest against
this unreasonable hate crime. The elderly members of the Church of
Our Savior in Chinatown are living days of worry and fear.I cannot
express how deeply it hurts and saddens me. In the fall 2020 edition of
the Episcopal New Yorker, I shared a personal experience of being
harassed and called “China virus” by a biker as my wife and I were
taking walks in the nearby park. I have been called by racist epithets
and told to “go home” many times before. But, never have I felt so
fearful for my life as I have felt this past year.

Despite the fear and anxiety, however, one thing I have learned
in this pandemic is to be grateful for life and not take it for granted. I
have learned the joy of being alive through simple things.(Next page)
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