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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:

where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy.

Prayer of St. Francis-In Honor of Eiko Frances Uematsu- Newly Baptized

KIRYUSHA
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Christmas

The bare goodness of God is what ought to
be preached and known above all else, and we
cught to learn that, even as God saves us out:
of pure goodness, without any merit of works,
so we in our turn should do the works with-
out reward or self-seeking, for the sake of the
bare goodness of God.

--Luther, Magnificat

T

SOJOURNERS

To come out of this crisis better, we have to recover the knowledge
that as people we have a shared destination. The pandemic has reminded
us that no one is saved alone. What ties us to one another is what we com-
monly call solidarity. Solidarity is more than acts of generosity, important
as they are; it is the call to embrace the reality that we are bound by bonds
of reciprocity. On this solid foundation we can build a better, different,
human future.

Pope Francis-NYT 11/29/20
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MJM CATACHISM: Starts January 2021, Every Tuesday 7-8 pm (Zoom)
What is faith? What are the most fundamental questions of Christianity and how does
culture come into play? Each session will introduce samplings of a variety of voices and
texts from the classics of Christian spirituality as well as the Bible for discussion and explo-
ration of rich tradition across time and space. Please reach out to Fumiko
(fumikosakakibara@gmail.com) and she will get back to you with the Zoom link infor-

mation.

Jan 5 : What is prayer?
Jan 12 : The uniqueness of Creator God
Jan 19 : Israel and Jesus Movement

Jan 26 : Law and Christianity
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IS THERE ROOM IN YOUR INN?
President’s Christmas Message David Eddy

Two thousand twenty years ago, things were pretty bleak for Joseph and
Mary. Fast forward to today’s pandemic shrouded landscape and there is a
palpable sense of unease and uncertainty. Joseph and Mary returning to Beth-
lehem so they could be taxed; us in the 21 century waiting with some trepi-
dation to be vaxxed.

Many of the readers of the Kiryusha are inn keepers and not asylum seek-
ers. We have much to protect and in doing so, shut the doors to the great pos-
sibilities of life. There is certainly much to fear but like a vaccine, if we want
to live, we need to expose ourselves, open the door to allow in these foreign
elements. By changing our homeostasis, by allowing some contagion, we
strengthen and invigorate ourselves, not weaken.

On a recent Sunday, the Gospel read was Matthew’s “for much as you do
unto one of them, so you do unto me.” Love your neighbor as thyself. In this
intensely divided and dark world, a world of fright and concern, it is an im-
portant reminder and admonition. This edition of the Kiryusha celebrates the
lives of many who have died during the past year; Tomoko Nakano; Elisabeth
Lloyd; Rev. Rusty Hesse; Ruth Sumiko Toyama; The list is long but a com-
mon thread running through each of these lives was that each opened them-
selves up to others and in doing so changed not just their own lives but those
they invited in.

We are sojourners on this journey of life. Like the two disciples on the
Road to Emmaus, who met the stranger and engaged with him, may we this
holiday season and in our journey to come, open our own door and invite oth-
ers in to sup with us so that “indeed our hearts may burn within us.”

Wishing each of you a merry, healthy and generous Christmas and a
brighter new year.

MJM Current Board Member

David Eddy, President; Shoji Mizumoto, Treasurer; Kyoko Toyama,
Secretary; Rev. Tami Burks ; Kumiko Buller; Rev. Constance Coles;
Makiko Ito; Julia Lloyd; Tomoko Masur; Hatsuyo Stroh; Eiko
Uematsu



On Sunday October 4", 2020 Eiko Uematsu, long time member of MIM was
baptized at St. James the Less. Bishop Allen Shin presided over the service
that was celebrated by world-wide family of friends and family. In this time
of pestilence and isolation, the chance to celebrate new life, the baptismal
life, was a welcome reprieve for all of us.

October 4™ was also the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi. Eiko-san
took on the Christian name of Frances in his honor. The gentleness and love
of God’s creation exemplified by St. Francis seemed to be a perfect fit for
Eiko-san.

Eiko has been a long time member of MJM, attending services for
decades with her husband Setsuji Uematsu, an integral member of the board.
Unfortunately he passed away two years ago. Eiko continued to be a steady
attendant thereafter and as the months passed, she quietly made a decision to
become baptized.

Her son Kenji attended the service from Amsterdam. He noted that
both his father Setsuji and their long time pet Shibu dog,Nobu were most
likely looking down on this event with gladness in their hearts.

Although social distancing was called for, the congregants physical-
ly present spilled out into the beautiful sunny autumn day after the service
and raised a small glass of wine to Eiko Frances Uematsu, the newest mem-
ber of our family. We celebrated the Lord’s day well.
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A warm but socially distant reception after Eiko Uematsu’s baptism

at St. James the Less.
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My Remembrance-Elisabeth Joy Chaplin Lloyd

By Julia Lloyd

I am graced to have been introduced to the Society of the Companions
of the Holy Cross by my mother and fellow Companion, Elisabeth Lloyd. Be-
cause of this, I am preparing a memorial for her to be read the next time we
Companions are able to meet together, hopefully next year, but perhaps not
until 2022. I was sent reference materials that have been gathered over the
years which include items written both by and about my mother, some of
which I would like to share with you.

The first three items in the folder were written by Elisabeth and really
speak to what our poor isolated and divided world needs today:

Two prayers she wrote:

Dear Lord, we want to carry out your mission of love and caring. It is
not easy. Sometimes we are shy and tentative. Sometimes we are intrusive and
overbearing. Help us reach beyond rescuing to enabling people to be their best
selves. Fill us with your spirit and help us to be really sensitive to people’s
needs. (2007)

Dear God, thank you for all opportunities you give us to share with
varied people: Bible study, English lessons, and neighborliness. Help us to
treasure these experiences and remember that we are all God’s children. Keep
these relationships in our hearts when we are tempted to make narrow and an-
gry judgments. Help us always act as peacemakers in all our relationships. We
ask this in the name of the Great Peacemaker, and ask for the strength to be
doers of the Word. (2008)



A few words she wrote regarding Hospitality (written in 2006):

Two years ago my husband bought a straggly grape vine hoping it
would grow and cover an unsightly object in our front yard. This year it burst
forth with beautiful grape leaves. My Palestinian neighbors asked for some
leaves and we shared them with pleasure. They returned a few days later with
stuffed grape leaves on a platter. Next the grapes appeared and so did birds,
some quite out of the ordinary. I rescued bunches of sweet purple grapes and
took them across the street. I can talk with the children but Grandma and I
can only greet each other with a smile and a traditional kiss. It is wonderful
to have good neighbors.

A few years previous to the planting of the “straggly vine,” Nicholas
and I were living in Japan and came home for a brief visit in 2002. We were
not prepared for the many, MANY American flags that seemed
to suddenly be displayed everywhere, including on my parents’ street. How-
ever, my parents’ house did not include one. My mother explained that she
did not want her Palestinian neighbors to feel unwelcome and thought that
such an overt display of over-the-top patriotism would do so, and so my par-
ents chose not to hang one. Generous, gentle, and unspoken hospitality was
always so important to her.

At this similarly divided time in our world, we should take to heart
words from Elisabeth’s Spiritual Journey essay, written for the Companion-
ship:

“I need God’s strength in order to grow in serenity and a purposeful
outreach. 1987 shows us an America filled with extremes of poverty and
abundance and of poor support mechanisms and outstanding ones. I have
great concern for the disenfranchised, particularly in institutions. The young
in day care, mentally handicapped citizens, elderly and newcomers have little
voice. What is God’s will for me? How do I learn to listen? Do I help
through prayer, giving, or direct ways?”

Elisabeth personified in her living one of my favorite songs: we all
“knew she was Christian by her love” which radiated in her face, in her
words, and, most importantly, in her actions. Why, even a month before she
died a therapy pony knew of her gentle spirit and fell asleep in her lap! The
grace with which she lived her life challenges us to continue her mission of
generous and open hospitality however we can in our own lives, whether it is
in connecting with neighbors we do not know well enough or taking a mo-
ment to breathe before reacting in anger: “Help us always act as peacemakers
in all our relationships.”

—
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J-CON
Japanese Convocation of Episcopal Asia-American Ministry

September 26 & 27, 2020 .
By Shoji Mizumoto

This year’s Pandemic caused the cancellation of in-person Japanese
Convocation meeting that was scheduled for June. However, later decision
was made in August to have the annual meeting via Zoom Virtual Confer-
encing. It was shortened to just two days of two hours each, but a wonderful
time was had by all.

The down-side was that we could not meet in person, but on the up-
side the attendance was global, with attendance from all the way in to the
West, from Japan, to Hawaii and the West Coast (California, Washington,
British Colombia) — to the East Coast and even from London!

We had about 40 persons in attendance on both days. We were able
to meet many persons who would otherwise not have been able to attend.
We met with several young Americans of Japanese descent some of who are
in the process of ordination! The whole event had much energy.

Some of the topics that were covered were, “What positive changes
have you seen from COVID-19, either at church or in your community?” as
well as Workshop on Racism where some members of the leadership shared
their and their ancestors’ experiences living in this country and the subtle and
not-so-subtle racism they experienced as they grew up in different areas of
the nation. It was an eye opener in many ways for those like myself whose
parents did not go through the war time in America.

We closed the convocation with a Sunday worship service in English
with Japanese, led by Mother Debra Low-Skinner of the Christ Church Sei
Ko Kai in San Francisco which was celebrating its 125" years of ministry
that very Sunday. MJM was in charge of the Japanese portion of the service.
I believe we were able to contribute greatly in sharing the ancestral mother-
land’s worship experience to the Japanese-American brothers/sisters who did
not grow up speaking Japanese, who made up the majority of the attendees.



The Sea, The SKky, and Beyond..... Akiko Watanabe

The world is still dark and quiet in the early morning before dawn. It
is 5 a.m. I don’t see anything but just vague figures from the balcony. As the
sun rises and it gets lighter, I can recognize the great expanse of the sky and
the sea with islands dotted over the shimmering water. My new day begins.

This is my regular morning routine: just a simple daily routine, noth-
ing in particular. I say morning prayers. Then, I give plenty of water to my
plants, greeting each one of them and asking how it is doing on the day. After
that, I sit in front of a computer with a cup of tea. This has been the same rou-
tine for these 3 years.

In January 2020, the Covid 19, the pandemic, brought people unim-
aginable hardships and changes. A large number of people in many areas,
North and South America, Europe, and Asia, got infected and the infection
has been explosively spreading. We needed to reconsider our lifestyle. Our
normal way of living wasn’t usual anymore. New normals got under way. We
had to get used to them, how to meet people, how to eat in the restaurant, how
to spend time, how to travel, and many more. People have started working
home. They have stayed home as much as possible to protect themselves from
the virus. “Social distancing” becomes an essential rule. Wearing a mask and
washing hands thoroughly are also indispensable. But, to make the matters
worse, even knowledgeable specialists and doctors can’t predict when the
pandemic would end. People suffer mental, economic problems. Thinking
about all the circumstances, we should change our present customs and accept
new ones.

Despite it, it is so fortunate that 1 don’t have to change my regular
morning routine. Rather, 1 have a new message added to it. To see far be-
yond ,,,. I see hope in the bright beyond. The Bible says, “Hope does not dis-
appoint us because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit,” The more challenges we have, the more hope we would have in
order to face them with wisdom and courage. I try to spend days accordingly.

The sea, and the sky, and a new plus, hope from the balcony. I am
very thankful to see them far beyond the great expanse.
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Elisabeth Joy Chaplin Lloyd

By Bessy Inomata

My mother, Elisabeth adored and
was adored by my father. She was seri-
ous but funny. She had great interper-
sonal skills as well as intrapersonal
skills. She enjoyed both young and not
so young friends. All in all, Elisabeth
was a stunningly beautiful woman in
every way.

Like many women of her genera-
tion, my mother supported and encour-
aged my father in his work as a mission-
ary and a priest of the Episcopal Church.
She often taught and entertained beside
him. At the age of nineteen, this brave
woman married and followed her sweet-
heart to Japan. There, she embraced the culture, language and people.
My mom took language lessons in Kyoto, and practiced every day by
going to the market and chatting with the vendors. She taught cooking
and English language classes at Saint Andrew’s Church in Yokkaichi.

My mother was an intellectual and a clown. Mom returned to get
her BA, then a couple of Masters after raising five kids. Discussions
about religion, psychology, education, and life could get pretty intense.
But then, she would crack us all up by singing about elephants playing
on spider webs! She taught her children to strive for excellence, but
stay humble. Always be willing to laugh at human foibles, especially
the foibles we all have. No one is perfect. And that is just fine by Elis-
abeth Lloyd. In fact, she was never terribly fond of “perfect” people!

What patience and kindness Elisabeth had! Working with the very

young and then with all ages to create an army of educated warriors, at
home, at school, and at church. She loved everyone! Oh, except the
perfect people!
My mom loved animals. We spent a lot of time walking and exploring
the outside world. One summer, she had a seashore collection contest
for her kids. She gave prizes to all of us (pieces of fudge). Photographs
show her love of animals and nature, especially her love for one partic-
ular cat named Penny. Penny will always be her favorite child because
when they went to the shelter to find a cat, Penny apparently leapt into
her arms. Mom loved to be loved!

Sometimes shy and introspective, but at other times, friendly and
outgoing, my mother was a wonderful person to know. Joy overflowed
from her heart to all those she knew and loved.




LETTER TO MJM
By Michiko Tomioka

Dear MJM Members:

Please accept my deepest gratitude for the precious lesson, by which 1
learned the importance of being honest and self-respectful.

In New York, we have been still in the midst of the COVID-19 pan-
demic but it has given me the simple but the deepest lesson, “Day by day, ap-
preciation to each moment.” This is especially true when | saw a big change
occurring in America during my three week-trip to Japan in March. Of course,

all churches and schools, other than essential stores and communities were
completely closed. I made four wishes during the two - week mandate quaran-
tine period in March. 1) Communion at St. Andrew’s and/or the Cathedral of
St. John the Divine. 2) Meeting my dear daughter confronting this challenge
with great perseverance in Manhattan. 3) Chado and Kimono practice as an
independent Japanese. 4) Praying to Buddha in the Metropolitan Museum of
Art. [ was actually surprised at my very honest choice.

Also, “New normals by the COVID pandemic period” caused me to
reconsider my identity and roots as a Japanese who happened to be in the US.

Since my home church offered on-line services only without choir
duty, I was able to explore varied worship and theological studies at churches
including National Cathedral in Washington. Especially, through MJM month-
ly worship and Japanese South Bay Community worship, I have learned peo-
ple’s depth of wisdom and their own beliefs built up through their lifelong
journeys. [ was very happy to offer a total of ten- week classes of Nutrition,
Mindfulness and Wellness to friends, community members, and MJM mem-
bers, as a part of my appreciation. I also love joining weekly MJM “Oyatsu”
zoom. We have no meeting agendas, nor rules, but each week we have new
discoveries and enjoy having a free discussion about any concerns ; why is
Christianity called Jesus’s lesson not the way of Jesus? which should Shinto be
called , the way of god or god’s lesson? consider whether we are Asians or
Japanese? what are the roots of the cause of Buraku?

But for loving support from both St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church and
JCC (Jewish Community Center in Tenafly), our 27 years of American life
could not have existed for such a long time. They have been our extended fam-
ily with no boundary of religion and nationality. At the same time, my Japa-
nese roots have been slowly growing and questioning to my other self who has
been trained to become a well- adjusted “nice person.” Last November 2", an
invisible, spiritual power invited me to the Cathedral of St, John the Devine
Saturday worship... where I met Kyoko Toyama san to open door to the MIM
community. Without MIM, my COVID -19 pandemic has been totally difficult
to faceup to .

I have a belief that the power of love and prayer unites all religion and
nationality, so we can respect uniqueness and differences all humans possess. |
think Mr. Fred,Honaman a living legend in the MJM community, is smiling
saying, Mama Mia!

In sincere appreciation for what MJM has done for me.
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The Song of the Books of the Bible

I will share the song of the books of the Bible and the copy of
the piece of music in Japanese with you. The song was taught by my
grandmother when | was a child. She encouraged and coaxed us grand-
children to sing the song repeatedly at every opportunity, and
so naturally we could sing it from memory.

Actually, my aunt, Kikue Uematsu, who was my mother’s sister
and Isao Uematsu’s mother, showed the copy to me in May 2017. It
was my last meeting before her passing away. My uncle, Bishop
Uematsu died in March, my mother in June, and Kikue in December,
which happened all at once in the same year of 2017. Despite their dif-
ferent personalities, the two sisters were very compatible among their
four brothers.

Kikue became a doctor and my mother, a musician but both of

them became the wives of the clergymen. I think this must have been
influenced greatly by my grandparents.
My grandmother went to and trained by English missioners at the Epis-
copal Theological Seminary of Hokkaido when young. She studied dili-
gently enough to remember almost all of the Old and New Testaments
and we, grandchildren, were taught the Bible by our dear Grandma.
Meanwhile, she was very skilled at making marmalade and brewing a
delicious cup of tea , all she could master through the missioners.

Because her knowledge of the Bible was extraordinarily good,
even my grandfather, Rev. Masao Matsumoto was helped out by it.
While preparing sermons or stories from the Bible, he often called her
for help, “Dear, where can I find this Word or Phrase? “That is the Gos-
pel ,,,, Chapter,,,, Verse,,,,“ with no trouble answered she. These
memories carry me back to Grandma.

My grandmother, now in Heaven, must be very pleased to know
that the song would help you learn and understand the Bible

I hope you will have safe and healthy days.
The first Sunday of Advent in 2020.-
Tomoko Masur
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John Singer Sargent-1895-Boston Public Library—
Left to Right-Zephaniah, Joel, Obadiah, Hosea (West Wall); Amos, Nahum, Ezekiel, Daniel,
Elijah (North Wall); Moses; Joshua, Jeremiah, Jonah, Isaiah, Habakkuk (North Wall); Micah,
Haggai, Malachi, Zechariah (East Wall)
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Cousin Liz-Rest in Peace by David Eddy

It is with much sadness that MJM marks the death of Elisabeth Lloyd on
April 7, 2020. She died in the middle of the pandemic, quietly passing dur-
ing the peak of the anxiety and shut down here in New York. Liz Lloyd was
the beloved matriarch of the MJM family, not the teacher, not the preacher,
not the administrator but the listener, the nurturer, the one who appreciated
and enjoyed you for who you were.

Many of us, myself in particular, were so caught up in the day to day
trench warfare of Covid quarantine containment when Cousin Liz died. Her
passing was another blow in a series of depressing, dark events. The skies
have now lightened somewhat. It is important to commemorate the life and
love of Cousin Liz.

Cousin Liz was an actual blood cousin, as Cousin John was known
to say. But she was much more than this. For MJM it was her love of life,
her laughter and amusement contained within a very serious and religious
persona that made her unique. Even when dementia overtook her in her later
years, her sense of humor, her laugh, was a beacon that pierced through the
confusing fog of her memory loss and made one realize how much she ex-
emplified what life had to offer, even in its humblest state.

I know little of her background. She grew up in England and during
the WWII she moved with her mother from England to Boston and then
Greenwich, CT. Her mother became a very well- known theologian teaching
at one of the seminaries here in New York. Her mother’s interest in religious
studies was shared by Liz who was a devout member of the Society of the
Companions of the Holy Cross for many, many years. She met and married
the love of her life Cousin John when she was 19. Soon thereafter she was
gone from Smith College to Japan where they were until the mid to late 60’s.
The Eddy’s and the Lloyds shared houses in Nojiri; John and Liz were direc-
tors of Hokudai Center while we were in the US in 1960 and in 1967; the
Lloyds and Eddys were the only two families on a long four week freighter
voyage from Yokohama to New York via Honolulu and the Panama Canal.
The Lloyds were family.

It was with real pleasure that as I became more and more involved
with MJM, I renewed my relationship with both John and Liz. Their love
and enjoyment of each other spilled into their natural affection for the entire
MJM family and we were all the better for this.

I visited Cousin Liz at the Bristal about a month or two before she
died. She instantly recognized me and broke into a wide smile. She then
asked when John was coming back. I didn’t know quite what to say.

I now find myself occasionally asking when Cousin Liz is coming
back. Unfortunately, she’s not coming back to this earthly life but she is in a
better place with her beloved husband John. I don’t know quite what to say.
She will be sorely missed.
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A Real Origin of MUM Tokyo.....
Mitsuko Sato

At the end of October in 1990, I attended the Bible class of Rusty
Hesse’s, which was my last class and farewell party as well because
of my departure from the USA. He took off his priest collar and gave it to
me asking to initiate MJM in Tokyo.

His Bible class was impressive to me. His analysis of the Bible was
unique. I learned not only the meaning, but the background of the words in
the Bible. Handsome and young, he was very popular the among the ladies.

I didn’t know he was multi talented in music. If I had known that,
I would have enjoyed talking about music in general. We continue hav-
ing Tokyo MJM gathering every month, thanks to God blessing and every-
body’s corporation
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TOMOKO AGNES NAKANO
Aug. 8, 1958-Oct. 26, 2019

Tomoko Agnes Nakano, long time member of MIM and wife of
Kazumi Nakano passed away last year on October 26, 2019. The Nakano’s
were MJM returnees and Tomoko and Kazumi had within the last three years
returned to Long Island and rejoined MJIM.

Tomoko was the beloved principal of the Brooklyn Nihongo Gakuin,
fulfilling a role that she had trained for when she attended Rikkyo University.
She graduated in 1981 with a degree in Elementary Education & Teaching.

Anyone that met Tomoko would instantly understand what an out-
standing principal/education she was, given the her welcoming smile, her
competence and her intelligence. She and Kazumi were requested to join the
board of MJM shortly after they started attending the monthly services.

Kazumi met Tomoko while they were both a Rikkyo. He spoke about
their first meeting and their courtship during a homily he gave at a MIM ser-
vice. Tomoko and Kazumi had two children Ayako and Grace who very
much embody the charm and determination of their parents.

The service was held at the Church of St. Margaret in Plainville, NY
where the Nakano’s were long time members. Rev. Isaias Ginson celebrated
the life of Tomoko. We join Kazumi in mourning the passing of Tomoko.
She was very much a light to this world.



Introduction to New
Board Members
Eiko Uematsu
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It has been 40 years since 1
began to live in the suburbs of New
York where it is full of greens.

I was very busy with
bringing up my children and work-
ing at the same time, but after re-
tirement, 1 have just quiet daily
life.

I enjoy reading various
books with friends in the book -
reading group, daily-strolling along
the trails surrounded with red, yel-
low foliage in the late fall.

Introduction to New
Board Members
Hatsuyo Stroh
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Introduction to New
Board Members

The Rev. Tami Burks

The Rev. Tami Burks cur-
rently serves as Associate Rector
at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in
Mamaroneck. Born and raised a
Lutheran, she was received into
the  Episcopal  Church in
2007. Tami is passionate about
offering  Christian  formation,
preaching, and worship that equip
parishioners to go out and be
Christ’s hands and heart in this
world. Before discerning a call to
the priesthood, she was a teacher
and director of Christian education
in a variety of schools and church-
es in Pennsylvania and New
York. She holds a Master of Arts
in Religion from Gettysburg Lu-
theran Seminary, a Master of Sci-
ence in Early Childhood Develop-
ment from Bank Street College,
and a Diploma of Anglican Stud-
ies from General Theological
Seminary in New York.

She enjoys hiking, jour-
naling, geocaching and playing
board games and admits to being
ridiculously competitive at Pic-
tionary, Charades and Banana-
grams!

Tami has three young
adult sons. She is grateful to the
MJM Board for the opportunity to
learn and grow as part of this cross
cultural expression of the church
and looks forward to forging new
spiritual relationships.
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The Rev. Rusty Hesse
In Remembrance
Margaret Matsumi Miura

It was about 30 years ago
when Rusty took off his york from
his neck and gave it to Mitsuko
Sato, telling her to continue the
MIM activities in Ja-
pan. Mitsuko, faithfully and con-
sciously, followed his guidance
and encouragement to start the
mission in Japan. I was grateful to
be there at that moment and ob-
serve the happening. Thought it
might have been Rusty’s little
thought, I believed it must have
been God’s calling through Rusty.

Personally, Rusty gave me
a great opportunity to receive bap-
tism. He said that Christianity is
with-in me. [ was astonished to
hear his words, but this guided me
to consider it would be very neces-
sary to receive it. It took more than
a year for me to have actual bap-
tism, but 1 am very appreciative of
Rusty’s offer. Also, while reading
the Gospel of John at his Bible
Study, the story of “Return to God”
there was so impressive and has
stayed with me since. I have a
great appreciation for the Rev.
Rusty Hesse.

CHRISTMAS DAY
MJM SERVICE

5 PM EST
Right Rev. Alan Shin
Presiding
Zoom Caroling & Good Cheer

Post Service
Details on MJM website & by email
Contact mjmny.info@gmail.com




INTRODUCTION TO NEW BOARD MEMBER
HATSUYO STROH

It was such a miraculous coincidence to get acquainted with Kumiko
Butler in 2008, by whom MJM was introduced to me.

As I had been curious to study the Bible, I joined the Bible Study
though I was not a Christian. All these happened naturally without any hu-
man plans.

I have participated the Bible Study at the members’s houses in
Westchester ever since. The Bible Study is really meaningful and yet quite
enjoyable gathering. I attend a monthly service, Christmas Service and Easter
Service as well. Soon after joining MJM, I organized the annual MJM sum-
mer retreat. This was the request from MJM and 1 simply did my job with
pleasure.

The Manhattan Bible Study, which seems to have been held before,
resumes at my house for people in Manhattan. [ am willing to be a host for
the Bible Study again when the pandemic is wiped out.

’ FUMIKO SAKAKIBARA
Pastoral Care & Bible Study

MJM is pleased to announce that
Ms. Fumiko Sakakibara has been ap-
pointed as a pastoral care coordinator for
MJIM. In addition she continues her role
leading the bible study groups and giving
homilies at the monthly service.

Born in Chiba in 1977, and
raised in Yokohama. Having been
exposed to the culture and doc-
trines of Christianity through an
exchange year in England as well
as studying at International Chris-
bo MEIROAFY AHE, OD tian University, was baptized in
[EFAE AT THY A REDOIL 2009 at St. Timothy's Church in
L& #FIhtiL, 1 0FERD DK Tokyo. By the guidance of Rev.
WART200 QEICHTIT £ Kentaro Takeuchi, travelled to
FHATZYE. 20 1 54, MN Boston with the three children to

N . - i matriculate at EDS(MDiv), and
HRHETIROBD 2T T then moved to NYC to study at

FELDIESAOT RN TR General (MA in Theology, STM).
k. EDSA%:. MDivEU{34% . Currently working at the Church of

General C X b |[Z#EE L#EfE1c#  the Transfiguration as an intern

Tr. FRIEEBOBIEITF v LA chaplain to fulfill the requirement
v % —> L LCThe Church of the of Christian Pastoral Education

Transfiguration %75 # CPE.



CHRISTMAS OFFERING

I hope you and your family
are doing well.

We are approaching the end
to an unusual year with a COVID-
19 Pandemic and limited person-to-
person gatherings for our monthly
and seasonal meetings for most of
it. We have learned to navigate the
Virtual world gatherings, and we
found the most unforeseen benefit -
that we can get together with folks
from all over the world, includ-
ing our friends in Japan! So our
ministry is not only thriving, but are
expanding. We have many hopes
to begin programs for the year
2021. However, these will require
your constant financial support
through your contribution, and
hence we are making an appeal to
you, our friends and members.

We are working on setting
up on-line donations, and we will
let you know when it is availa-
ble. In the mean time, we can ac-
cept checks as we have always,
written to: '""Metropolitan Japa-
nese Ministry" and sending it to
the address shown below.

Thank you for your sup-
port!

Shoji Mizumoto
Treasurer, MJM Board
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KARIEZ
MIM H & &5

Metropolitan Japanese Ministry
c/o St. James the Less
Crane Road & Church Lane
Scarsdale, NY 10583
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KIRYUSHA STAFF
Editor David Eddy
Translators- Akiko Watanabe
Kyoko Toyama
Logistics: Kumiko Buller

Special Thanks to Copies Unlimited of
White Plains who have been our printing
partners for over twenty years.

Announcements

We appeal to you for continued
financial support. Your support
and contributions are vital to the
operation of our ministry and the
distribution of the Kiryusha.
Whether your donation is large
or small, it is your interest and
support that allows MJM to con-
tinue to serve Christ through our
ministry.

Come to BIBLE STUDY cur-
rently held each month on zoom.
Please inquire at the website of
mjmny.info@gmail.com.

KIRYUSHA welcomes all articles
and photos with the understand-
ing that not all submissions will
be printed. Because of our for-
mat, we encourage shorter rather
than longer articles. Your sub-
mission should be sent to
mjm.ny@mindspring.com.

The MIM office is open on
Mondays from 12:30 to 3:30
p.m. Messages can be left at any
time during the week and will be
returned on Monday. Phone
number is 914 723-6118.



MISSION STATEMENT

MJM is a ministry of the Episcopal Church of the United States and
Japan (Nippon Sei Ko Kai) to the Japanese people which seeks to be an
open, inclusive body providing spiritual care and support to all people
reflecting the spirit of Christ as it builds bridges between cultures.

METROPOLITAN JAPANESE MINISTRY
c/o St. James the Less, 10 Church Lane, Scarsdale, NY 10583

E-Mail: mjm.ny@mindspring.com Website: mjmny.org
mjmny.info@gmail.com Fax 914 723-3776



